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Dear Marta 

PM 1326 New Zealand 
Our File: 30775 

Further to my letter of 9th February 1993 I now enclose a copy of the 
response and amendment filed by our New Zealand associates on 8th 
February. 

Since then I have heard that the outstanding objection has been put down 
for a Hearing. This implies that the last response was not successful and 
that the principal objection remains outstanding. The term for allowance 
of the application will be automatically extended while the Hearing is 
pending. 

A Hearing in this situation is not an appeal. New Zealand practice 
affords an applicant an opportunity for a formal Hearing before final 
refusal. Only if the objection is upheld at the Hearing -and we do not 
offer any acceptable amendment will the case be finally refused and the 
question of appeal as such arise. 

Our associates last letter explains that the objection will first be put 
to a committee in the Patent Office, prior to the Hearing, and may well be 
withdrawn before a date for the Hearing is actually set. 

Since my belief is that the Examiner is wrong in law, it may be that this 
committee will realise that the objection is unsustainable and a Hearing a 
waste of time. 

Yours sincerely 


FEB 22 1993 


John H. Bass BSc. 

P. Antony Smith M A 
FA.B. Valentine MA. 
Richard C Abnett M A. 
ftud A. Brercton MA. 
Keith E Geering BA. 
Nicholas S. Marlow BSc. 

Linda J. Hariand BSc 
Jonathan M. Davies D.Phil 
Patrick AD. Lloyd BSc 

DS. Jackson BSc 
J.J. Day BSc. 

Co nsultan t 
David A. Pears MA. 


J.H.Bass 


cc* James E.Schardt Esq - Philip Morris Mgt. Corp. 
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